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Sec. 48.001. PURPOSE. The purpose of this chapter is to provide for the authority to investigate
1e abuse, neglect, or exploitation of an elderly person or person with a disability and to provide

‘otective services to that person.

lded by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 2368, ch. 584, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1981. Amended by Acts 1983, 68t
ig., p. 730, ch. 172, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1983; Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 303, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1
)95; Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 907, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1999.
ended by:

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1 (S.B. 219), Sec. 4.254, eff. April 2, 2015.

Sec. 48.002. DEFINITIONS. (a) Except as otherwise provided under Section 48.251, in this
\apter:
(1) "Elderly person" means a person 65 years of age or older.
(2) "Abuse" means:

(A) the negligent or wilful infliction of injury, unreasonable confinement, intimidation,
> cruel punishment with resulting physical or emotional harm or pain to an elderly person or person
.th a disability by the person's caretaker, family member, or other individual who has an ongoing
:lationship with the person; or

(B) sexual abuse of an elderly person or person with a disability, including any
wvoluntary or nonconsensual sexual conduct that would constitute an offense under Section 21.08, Penal
yde (indecent exposure) or Chapter 22, Penal Code (assaultive offenses), committed by the person's
iretaker, family member, or other individual who has an ongoing relationship with the person.

(3) "Exploitation" means the illegal or improper act or process of a caretaker, family member
> other individual who has an ongoing relationship with an elderly person or person with a disability
1at involves using, or attempting to use, the resources of the elderly person or person with a
.sability, including the person's social security number or other identifying information, for monetar
> personal benefit, profit, or gain without the informed consent of the person.

(4) "Neglect" means the failure to provide for one's self the goods or services, including
:dical services, which are necessary to avoid physical or emotional harm or pain or the failure of a
iretaker to provide such goods or services.

(5) "Protective services" means the services furnished by the department or by another
‘otective services agency to an elderly person or person with a disability who has been determined to
: in a state of abuse, neglect, or exploitation or to a relative or caretaker of an elderly person or
:rson with a disability if the department determines the services are necessary to prevent the elderly
:rson or person with a disability from returning to a state of abuse, neglect, or exploitation. These
:rvices may include social casework, case management, and arranging for psychiatric and health
raluation, home care, day care, social services, health care, respite services, and other services
msistent with this chapter. The term does not include the services of the department or another
‘otective services agency in conducting an investigation regarding alleged abuse, neglect, or
:ploitation of an elderly person or person with a disability.

(6) '"Protective services agency" means a public or private agency, corporation, board, or
‘ganization that provides protective services to elderly persons or persons with disabilities in the
.ate of abuse, neglect, or exploitation.

(7) Repealed by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1, Sec. 4.465(a) (55), eff. April 2, 2015.



