
HUMAN RESOURCES CODE Flrt"o A*^*
TITLE 2. HUMAN SERV]CES AND PROTECTIVE SERVICES IN GENERAL

SUBTITLE D. DEPARTMENT OF EAMILY AND PROTECTIVE SERVICES; CH]LD WELFARE AND PROTECT]VE SERVICES

CHAPTER 48. ]NVESTIGATIONS AND PROTECTIVE SERVICtrS F'OR ELDERLY PERSONS AND PERSONS WITH DISABILIT]ES

SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec. 48.001. PURPOSE. The purpose of this chapter is to provide for the authority to investigate
re abuse, neglect, or exploitation of an elderly person or person with a disability and to provide
:otectlve services to that person.

lded by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 2368, ch. 584, Sec. l, eff. Sept. 7, 1981. Amended by Acts 1983, 6Bt
)g., p. '730, ch. 11 2, Sec. I, ef f , Sept. 7t 1983; Acts 1995, -l ALin Leg., ch. 303, Sec. 2, ef f . Sept. 1

t95; Acrs 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 901, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1,1999.
rended by:

Acts 2015, B4th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1 (S.8. 279), Sec. 4.254, eff . Aprt-L 2, 201-5.

Sec. 48.OO2. DEFINITIONS. (a) Except as otherwise provided under Section 48.25L, in this
rapter:

(1) "E1der1y person" means a person 65 years of age or older.
(2) "Abuse" means:

(A) the negligent or wilfuf infliction of injury, unreasonabfe confinement, intimidation,
: cruef punishment with resulting physical or emotionaf harm or pain to an elderly person or person
.th a dlsability by the person's caretaker, family member, or other individual who has an ongoing
:lationshlp with the person; or

(B) sexuaf abuse of an elderly person or person wlth a disab1llty, including any
Lvoluntary or nonconsensuaf sexuaf conduct that woufd constitute an offense under Section 27.08, Penal
>de (indecent exposure) or Chapter 22, Penal Code (assauftlve offenses), committed by the person's
rretaker, family member, or other individual who has an ongoing relationship wlth the person.

(3) "Exploitation" means the illegal or improper act or process of a caretaker, family member

: other individuaf who has an ongoing relationship wrth an elderly person or person with a disabllity
iat involves using, or attempting to use, the resources of the elderly person or person with a

.sability, including the person's sociaf security number or other ldentifylng lnformation, for monetar
: personal benefit, profit, or gain without the informed consent of the person.

(4) "Neg1ect" means the faifure to provide for one's seff the goods or services, including
:dicaf services, which are necessary to avoid physical or emotional harm or pain or the failure of a

iretaker to provide such goods or services.
(5) "Protective services" means the services furnished by the department or by another

:otectlve services agency to an elderly person or person with a disabilrty who has been det-ermined to
: in a state of abuse, neglect, or exploitation or to a relative or caretaker of an elderly person or
:rson with a drsability if the department determlnes the services are necessary to prevent the elderly
)rson or person wlt.h a disability from returning to a state of abuse, neglect, or exploitation. These

rrvices may include soclal casework, case management, and arranging for psychlatric and health
'aLuation, home care, day care/ sociaf services, health care/ respite services, and other services
rnsistent with this chapter. The term does not incfude the services of the department or another
'otective services agency in conducting an investigation regarding alleged abuse, neglect, or
:ploitation of an elderly person or person with a disabillty.

(6) r'Protective services agency" means a public or prlvate agency, corporatlon, board, or
:ganizatlon that provides protective services to elderly persons or persons wlth disabilities in the
.ate of abuse, neglect, or exploitatlon.

(7) Repealed by Acts 2075, B4th Leg., R.S., Ch. l, Sec. 4.465 (a) (55), eff. April 2, 2015.


