
Subject: Fw: Response to Public lnformation Request

From : Ro bert Loga n <wh itewo lfi nvestigations @ya h oo. co m>
Date: 1.01 812025, 2:56 PM

To: "George H. Russell" <ghr@cyberclone.net>

--- Fonruarded Message ---
From: Open Records <openrecords@shsu.edu>
To: whitewolfinvestigations@yahoo.com <whitewolfinvestigations@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, October 6,2025 at03:46:44 PM CDT
Subject: Response to Public lnformation Request

Good afternoon, Mr. Logan:

Sam Houston State University received your request for public records on September 23,2025 (copy attached). The
University submits the records contained in the attached zip file as responsive to your request. I was advised these are
only documents responsive to the request. Also, I was further advised that the University's Natural History Collection is a
research facility and not an accredited museum.

Please note that the private email addresses of individuals contained on the log have been redacted as they are
considered eonfidential by Tex. Gov. Code 552.137 and not subject to disclosure. Open Records Decision No. 20090684
serves as a previous determination regarding this and other information that may be redacted without a ruling.

Please be aware that requests Nos. 2 and 6 pertain to Mr. Russell's Museum of Native American Genocide (referred to as
the "lndian Museum"). The lndian Museum is not affiliated with Sam Houston State University. The Texas Public
lnformation Act provides the public the right to request access to government information. Texas Government Code
552.002 defines "public information" as information in connection with the transaction of official business by a
governmental body. Any association of Dr. Godwin with the lndian Museum is not official business of Sam Houston State
University, and is, therefore, not subject to the Public lnformation Act. We have no records related to Mr. Russell's lndian
Museum.

As the attached represents all responsive records held by the University, lwill now close this matter.

Best regards,

Virginia K. "Ginger" Yount

Legal Assistant and Public lnformation Coordinator

Texas State University System

Office of General Counsel

Huntsville, TX77340

(936) 294-2299



NOTICE: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to whom they are addressed lf you are not the named addressee you should not
disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have
received this e-mail by mistake and permanently delete this e-mail and any attachments from your sysfem.

-Attachments:

Open Records Request from White Wolf lnvestigations, LLC rec'd 9-23-2025.pdf 351 KB

Responsive Records of SHSU.zip 1.8 MB

Tex. Gov. Code 552.002 Definition of Public lnformation Media Containing Public 106 KB

lnformation.pdf
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WHITE WOLF INVESTIGATIoNS, LLC

TDPS# A30835901

1317 19th Sheet, Huntsville, Texas TT3lIO

Tel: 936 400€ZI3 emait:
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Dear Publlc Inlbnnffon fficer:

ur IIr; ' --v. -r,1. ltems on Loan from the Effrlclan Foundafion
A cumphte, itemized inventory of allobjects, artihcts, exhibits, specimens, or other

Jhis_conespondence constitutes amerei#;;;;;ir";;;;;;;f 
fjryffit"',T#:lilpJ3#;[#E:*,"amended. As vou 1Je ?ware, *," rpn iJir';;t#ry construed in fa,ItrH:lJTifff"trri Fd. A;,i p^ry:l *;fr',,* i, r,"t;; il q}#,,X?l}ji;,,,,**,ff*T$* ffi [#$,r'l+:i],*jfi#,_ffi#H, o ai,iiiv

1"3fr trf ,l^Jl[q?,Fiqt.$:iffi 

l[lff i::L1ffi x,Bl*,,]f gy,*",ffiTf#'fi fi ,f fi?,?,1,xi-s#5!111",,;,rtur'yffi'nrompryilffi ;sht,torydutyto

I. Reguested Records _ Detailed Breakdown
Il":.: produce rhe foilowing reconmetadata, inventorie;.;::y,:*rus, including anv a,

;,::::'"1".;:m#*f,f#i.r#ffi*-#:,::xsE-ffii',:n,hs,or

ar\.lr,-ot{Z ,^r o.SAugust 14,2OzS L>\.,la rcro\l4 ,rr vrS'I./t, { {
sam Houston state universrty, Attn:{9! Hanis, pubric rnformatio. #;,?o} -University Avenue, t-tuntsuiC, ni iie+O



physical or digital jlems.cy.net)r on loan to the lVatuta/ History Museum o,ilec,fionsftom the Ethician Foundation rlris ' ;i;tJouio inrtuo",
. Official accession or catalog numbers.

' Detailed deecriptions induding dimensions, materials, and identiffing marks.

' provenance history and doqrmentation of ownenship.

. copies of a[ roan agneements, memoranda of understanding, andoorrespondenoe related to the loan.

o Dates of reoorpt and the terms under which the roan was made.
o Photographs of eacfr item, induding any Eken at intake or during handling.
o fuiy conservation, condition, orheatment reports prspared since tfie roan began.

2. ltemr Rcmoved from the rndren Hureum by Dr. wilr Godrrin
An itemized inventory 

9f {!oujects, artifacts, exhibits, or materials removed fuom thetndian Museum in Huntsviir",i"i". oy oi.-iinii'6li"ln orx r,n jiiltron, 
inctuding:. The date of ramovalfor each item.

. The stated reason fur removal.

. The current location or custodialfacility.

o 
*jffi"l au0rorization documents, emails, memos, or directivos approving the

' chain-of-custody records, induding intemar hansfer furms.

Any photographs or videos documenffng the removal or subsequent storagts.

3. Archlves of George Rurrell
A full inventory of al)arvhives of GeoryeRusse//that were, aro, or have ever been in tfre
|;,ffilsl":f 

Dr. wil Godwin anoroitneicffiiFirrioiltrr"crons, 
inctudins but nor

' conespondence' manuscripts, diaries, field notes, photographs, or recordings.
. A detailed description of each arctrival unit or box.



Current and past custodial locations.

Acquisition or transfer documentation.

Any conservaton, presorvation, or digitization efiDrts.

4. Photographr and Vldeor

Any and all photographs, video recordings, orother visual media depicting any itenrlisted in sections { nrough 3, regardrerioi rrt 
"n 

Gr"n, incruding:

' High-resorution versions of images where avairabre.

o Associated metadata such as date, photogrepher, rocation, and fire tlrpe.

' lmages documenting handling, display, storage, oonservatiofi, or removal.

5. Compllanco wtth tuseum $tandadr
All records' statements, orformal certiflcations demonstrating that each item listed insec'tions 1 through 3 has oeen treateo ir1*.fo,i;fty-*ffir iriJlt"il;; set forth by theAm e ri ca n Ar t i a nie or u u sei i i;iito o c o m m tttee,incruding :

o 
ffi:H[:[ar 

poricies or procedurar manuars govemrng storage, handring, and

r ,imate controrand security rogs demonstrating compriance.

. conseruation assessments or evaruations by cerdried probssionars.

6' Llst of Perconr Granted Access to tfie lndlan iltuseum by Dr. trull Godrrln
A complete list ofall indlvid.uals (ind-uding employees, conhactors, rosearchers,students, volunteens,3r 

lsitons) nvno w€re peimiiteo io onter the lndian Museum inHuntsvitte, Texas by Dr. wrioia.rin or attrts ii*iion, induding:
. Full names and any organizational afiliations.

o Dates of each accogs errcnt.

. The purpos€ or stated neeson for access.

' Any signed visitor rogs, security sign-in sheets, or pass rccords.

a

a



. video surveillance footage (if availabre) of sucfr visits.

ll. Form of Production

' Please provide allrecords in searchabb eloc"tronlc fiormat (e.g., pDF, JPEG,TIFF, CSV) wherever possibte.

' Hfflrl*ucing 
eleclnonic files. include any etroctated metedara in narive

' lf records are too l3pe to transmit by email, please provide them via secure filetransfer, encrypted usg arive, or oflier;JtGity 
"greeabte 

digital method.

lll. Legal Obligations and Deadlines
Pursuant to Tex. *u't code s 552.^21. and g 552.301, you must either produce the
tr::l*9fi:alion orresr'i-estan nttomef 6;irlins wlttrtn tan irol busrn,"s

' rf an exception is craimed, the=TprArequires yoyJo 3F *r" rpecrfic ttatutorybasb and submit the ,a*"iio the Attomey Generat for review.
o Failure to comply with ffrese deadlines results in a regal preaumption thrt theinforma$on ls iubfic tgSSe.SOZ). 

- ---'rv ".

' The duty to segr-egate and releagg non-sxompt information applres even wheresome porrions of a record are subjecr to 
"n "l."ilid (s o6t66aj:

lV. Presewation Demand
You are herebv insfi,sted to prcserve:I.?*"ntlrry rorponrlve rccordr in theiroriginal, unartered rorm prni,ut# compretton or n6 mquest. This incrudes:. PhysicaldoalmsnE and artifacts.



o Emails, text messages, and intemal memos.

' Photographs, videos, and digitar fires with metadata..

. Logs, databases, and access controlrecords.

Destruction, conc€alment, or alteration of public information is prohibited under Texas
fqTI Code $ 37.10 and may subject individuals to.ri*in"l prosecution and civitliability.

v. Rolllng produstion and Gost Estimate
lf some records can be made available 

Tore quickly 
!hg1 othens, please produce themon a roffing barb. tf you anticipate f$^:lgiilffi $40, pt""re provide an ltemlzedcort esffmate befiorebroceeding (g SS2.2OiSi. 

-"'v v

I look forward to vour full and smely compllen"" *iq pol m" tetter and spirit of theTexas Public tnrormatlon i'ri. nrifrtt*pii"o"[-v,'*itt hoto, or obscure responsiveinformation wiil be docum"ni"o ,'nj,.ir n6orr",iit"ir"ng"d through the appropriate
ffi:1"ffH,?:,ffil3,l'X.n 

d;;;r ffiiteo io a-coniilffi to the rexas-Atromey Genera's

Respectfr,rlly,R/P
Robby Logan, TDpS#0r€6A11
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Sam Houston State University
Natural History Collections

Collections Policy

l. lntroduction

The Sam Houston State University Natural History Collection (NHC) holds its collections to
support teaching and research endeavors at the university. ln addition, the collection serves as a

resource for outside researchers. As such, the NHC must be committed to maintaining standards

of professional and ethical excellence in all its actions. The goal of our accession policy is to
ensure planned and coherent growth, development, care, and use of all collections under the

NHC. This document identifies how collections will be managed and establishes guidelines and

criteria for the acquisition, exhibition, preservation, and management of the collections.

The following definitions apply:

. 'Collections' are assemblages of biological and geological objects acquired, accessioned,

and conserved because of their scientific and historic significance and educational value,

. 'Object'encompasses all collection materials, including, but not limited to, specimens,

artifacts, articles, photographs, illustrations, drawings, archival and library materials,

data and digital resources, and field notes and records.

. Acquisition' involves all transactions by which title to incoming objects is transferred to
the NHC by which the objects come under the professional administrative and curatorial

control of the NHC, and includes gifts, bequests, purchases, exchanges, and other
transfers, in addition to collection by NHC staff.

. 'Disposition' involves all transactions by which title to outgoing objects is transferred

from the NHC to another institution or individual, as well as disposal by intentional

destruction.

Accession' refers to the specific procedures that are followed in the preliminary logging

of new objects into the NHC following acquisition.

. 'Deaccession' refers to the specific procedures that are followed in removing objects

from the NHC in preparation for disposition.

o 'Curation' embraces all aspects of professionally caring for the collections and the

objects they contain, including, but not limited to, acquiring, accessioning, cataloging,

maintaining, preserving, restoring, deaccessioning, and disposing of the collections,

objects, field notes, databases, and other associated records and documentation,



ll. Scope of Collections

The NHC serves as a collection of biological and geological objects and their associated scientific

records. These collections, organized by scientific discipline and preservation requirements, Our

collections not only emphasize Texas and the surrounding region, but also aim to extend

coverage to a world biota and geologic resources.

Collections aim to combine elements of both intensive and extensive coverage depending on

research activities. The former are useful in detailed research efforts such as monographs and

area studies, while the latter enable broadly comparative studies, significantly aid identification

services and in environmental studies.

Original scientific research, based upon the research collections, is carried out by members of

the NHC, SHSU faculty and staff, and by visiting researchers.

ln addition to the research collections, the NHC maintains smaller collections that serve the

purpose of teaching, exhibition, and public outreach, Objects in these collections typically have

lesser to no scientific value,

Collections at the NHC are grouped into the following separate entities

1-) Botany

2l Entomology

3) Geology (covering rocks, gems, and rninerals)

4) Herpetology
5) lchthyology
6) lnvertebrate Paleontology

7) lnvertebrate Zoology

8) Mammalogy

9) Ornithology
10)Osteology
11)Parasitology

12) Verteb rate Paleontology

ln addition to specimen-based collections, the NHC also houses significant holdings of scientific

literature relevant to areas of research emphasis. Many of these holdings are rare and typically

hard to access and serve as a resource for NHC personnel and visiting researchers. These

currently include:

A) The Burke Library of Natural History

B) Biological Library

C) Geological and Paleontological Library

D) The Archives



lll. Priorities for Acqulsltion

A goal of the NHC is not only to maintain current collections, but also to engage in activities that

would improve each area by selective addition of new objects. Given that the NHC is limited in

resources, it cannot engage in indiscriminate acquisition and thus priorities for acquisition must

be established. For similar reasons, consideration must be given to policies covering disposition

of objects that may no longer be appropriate or necessary for the NHC's areas of interest.

Acquisition of materials for the NHC must be done in a reasonable manner given resource and

space limitations. Any collection considered for acquisition greater than 50 objects (biological,

geological, or literary objects) and/or any collection that would require significant new space or

rearrangement of current collections, must first receive written approval from both the Staff

Curator and Director. To do this, the following information should be submitted about the

collection u nder consideration :

1. Estimated size of collection in terms of numbers of specimens/lots, and expected

footprint at the NHC (calculated as if the collection were housed on its own)

2. Significance of collection, such as addition of new type material, species, geographic

areas, stratigraphic gaps, etc.

3. How much does this collection duplicate holdings at the NHC?

4. Does this collection fit with the strengths of the NHC?

5. How much of this collection is anticipated to be retained after curation?

6. How will the collection be transported to the NHC?

7. Cost of transporting the collection to the NHC and how that cost will be paid.

8, Where will the collection be held while it is being processed into the research collection.

This should be an area that does not disrupt the normal functioning of the museum

(e.g., hallway or conference room space) and allows access to other collections or

exhibits that may be on display.

9. Projected time needed for curation.

This process is crucial to ensuring that the appropriate resources are available or could be

acquired without detriment to other collections.

First Priority. To strengthen collection areas in which the NHC has a current specialization and

recognized historical interest, especially when these areas are threatened irreversibly by human

activities. Examples of primary priority acquisitions are objects of direct use in present or
projected research; high quality objects needed to fill gaps in the current holdings or to
supplement objects of lesser quality; objects from biotas and geologic strata where



technological changes and expanding human activity place a time limit on the period in which

sampling can take place.

Second Priority. To broaden the comparative base of our established collection areas. Examples

of secondary priority acquisitions are archival objects such as voucher objects for published

research; synoptic objects from specialists; objects that will strengthen a collection in a subject

area related to a previously established one.

Third Priority. To obtain collections of a general nature that are within the broad interests of the
NHC. Examples of tertiary priority acquisitions are interesting or unique, adequately

documented objects of limited use in a scientific sense.

Fourth Priority. To obtain objects outside the scope of current research collections, but that
might in the future have direct use in meeting the mission of the NHC.

As a goal of the NHC is to serve as an interface between the university and the community,
acquisition of objects often must be opportunistic. As collections of significance become

available from individuali or institutions that are no longer able or willing to preserve, maintain,

and use them in research or educational activities, the NHC should consider them in the context

of current holdings and available resources on a case-by-case basis. lf the collection falls outside
of the existing scope of the NHC (Fourfh Priority), the Director shall serve as the final approval
for acquisition.

Ethics of Acquisition. All acquisitions by NHC staff shall reflect its cornmitment to preserve and

guard the biological, geological, and paleontological heritage of the earth. Objects that have

been collected in such mannerasto impairtheirscientificvalue shallnot be accepted (e.g.,

geological objects taken without proper recording of stratigraphic and site data, or biological

objects with inadequate documentation).

Biological collections involving unnecessary harm to populations with limited numbers of
individuals shall not knowingly be made by staff or accepted by the NHC from others.

While important for societal understanding of past and present human societies, the NHC shall

not engage in collections of an Anthropological nature until the time such expertise exists within
the NHC,

lV. Acquisition Process

When a collection has been deemed of significant scientific value and to fit within the scope of
the NHC, the Staff Curator will fill out the accession form (see Appendix l) and produce a brief

report of the acquisition. This report should contain:

A) A summary description of the objects along with their preservation state and scientific

value

B) Statement about the provenance of the objects, how they were obtained and who

collected them



C) Signed letter, document, or certificate from the owner stating that title to the collection

is being transferred to the NHC

D) Which research collection will receive the acquisition

E) An estimated count of all objects

F) A statement ofspace and resources needed to house the objects

G) A plan as well as timeline for curation of objects

H) An accession number, Accession numbers will use the format
Year.Collection#.Accession#. See section ll, Scope of Collections, for each collections

specified number. Years should be in long format e.g,,2025,

V. Loan of NHC Material

To fulfill its role of service to the state and broader academic community, the NHC will facilitate

the loan of material from the collections. With approval of the Statf Curator, loans can be made

to qualified institutions for scholarly research and exhibition subject to the policies and

practices consistent with each of the collections. When a loan request is received the Staff

Curator will fill out the loin form in Appendix ll and provide a copy to the appropriate

collections manager.

Vl. Destructive Analysis

Research involving destructive analysis is a specialized use and requires prior written approval of
the Staff Curator and any collection managers in charge. Specialized uses of NHC materials for
destructive analysis include genetic and geochemical analyses, and anatomical and histological

studies. Collections frequently affected by such requests for destructive analyses shall develop

guidelines for destructive analyses and include these with their loan forms when appropriate.

When destructive analysis is appropriate, every effort should be made to limit destruction to

less than the entire specimen and to return the remains so that they will continue to be

available for research and education, as well as serve as a voucher of the specimen sampled,

Requests for destructive analysis must detail the specimens or materials required and the

procedures to be conducted. Any remains from the analysis continue to be the property of the

NHC unless other provisions are specifically allowed in writing prior to destruction. ln cases

involving the dissection of biological specimens, the undestroyed component parts shall be

returned to the collection along with associated identifying tags or marks. The data resulting

from the destructive analysis shall be reported to the appropriate research collection and will

be maintained with the records associated with the materials analyzed.

Vll. Appraisals and ldentification of Materials

Curators and staff of the NHC may, as a free service to the general public and for professional or

educational purposes, identify or authenticate items brought to the collection. Howeveq

personnel may not provide documentation of authentication for appraisal purposes nor for the
purpose of establishing the fair-market value of gifts offered to the NHC. ln addition, personnel



will not identify or otherwise authenticate any natural history or archaeological specimens or
cultural artifacts for persons or agencies under circumstances that could encourage or benefit

illegal, unethical, or irresponsible traffic in such materials. Donors desiring to take an income tax

deduction must have an independent appraisal made of the value of their gift prior to donation.

Policy Date: March 6,2025

COSET Dean Signature NHC Director Signature

"ll4rl'.'"/" l'lU Ce'- '



Appendix l. Collections Accession Form

Collections Accession Form

Accession #

General description of objects and which collection they will be incorporated,

Description of provenance of material (collectors and ownership)

This collection includes

Specirnens: Yes No

Documents: Yes No

Negatives: Yes No

Digital lmages Yes No

Other (list)

Estimated number of objects in collection

Requested By: Date:

7



Appendix ll. Loan Form

Date: Length ofLoan:

Mode of Shipment: 

- 

Tracking #:- # of packages:-

Borrower lnformation Loan Prepared by:

Catalog Number Taxon and Locality Method of
Preservation

Specimen Count

Total Number of Specimens: _ Date Received: 

-
Condition Received:

Signature of Borrower (see conditions on reverse side): 

-
Date:_

8



Conditions for Loan of Specimens from
Sam Houston State University

Natural History Collection

General Conditions

1,. The borrower agrees to conserve and protect all material entrusted to their care and to exercise

extradordinary caution in the care and maintenance of this material.
2. The NHC lends material for the period stated, subject to renewal upon request.

3. All loans are subject to recall.

4. The NHC will loan material only to institutions and organizations, not individuals except under

special circumstances.

5. Research materials requested by graduate or undergraduate students require faculty or
institutional endorsement and, for the duration of the loan, will be considered the direct

responsibility of that faculty member or institutional representative.

6. Under no circumstances are loans to be transferred without written authorization from the Staff

Curator at the NHC".

7 . No labels are to be permanently removed or altered by the borrower.

8. Any dissections or destructive sampling of research material must be approved in writing by the
NHC Staff Curator.

9. Acknowledgement should be given of specimens in publications that reference materials from

the NHC.

10. We request a printed or digital copy of all publications resulting from use of NHC material.

Upon Receipt ofthe Loan

L. lt is the borrower's responsibility to immediately verify the number and conditions of
specimen(s). Any discrepancy in the Loan Agreement and/or specimen damage should be

reported immediately.

2. The Loan Agreement is to be signed and returned by email to the Staff Curator upon receipt of
the loan.

During the term of the loan

1. Loan material must be maintained in the same preservative in which it was received,

2. Borrowers are encouraged to return the loan promptly following examination. Please report any

taxonomic changes or corrections in identifications to the Staff Curator when the material is

returned.

Return ofthe Loan

1. Prior to or at the time of the return of matierla by the borrowe[ an email verifying shipment

should be sent to the Staff Curator.

2. Return the material in the same condition in which it was received.

3. Loan material must be packed for return in a manner that maintains the integrity of the

specimen. Empty space in the container should be filled with packaging material,

9



4. Address labels should be placed on the inside and outside of the package. Package should be

addressed to the Staff Curator.

5. lnclude a copy of the Loan agreement with the shipment.

Please sign and return one copy. The other copy is for your records.

I hereby acknowledge receipt of these specimens in satisfactory condition, and I have read and agree to
the terms and conditions of this loan.

Signature:, Date:

10


